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« ruzy KEPT NOT THE covenant or GOD, AND WOULD NOT WALK IN HIS LAW 
« zur FORGAT WHAT HE HAD DONE, AND THE WONDERFUL WORKS. THAT HE HAD SHEWED 


„ FOR THEM": MARVELLOUS' THINGS DID HE IN "THE | SIGHT OF OUR FOREFATHERS IN 


% THE LAND OF EGYPT.” ee 


2 5 of this beautiful e utters many 8 hint ſalutary 


truths: He reminds the Iſraelites of the ſeveral rebellions of their 
forefathers. from the time of Moſes to David; and holds out their 
puniſhments, as warnings, to bind them to a more faithful obedience to 


God their Heavenly King: And, to ſupply them with motives for 


confidence i in the Divine Protection, he expatiates on the various miracles, 


- which, at different e God had N for the * of bis 
| people, N 


4 ml not dwell on the occaſion of our aſſembling here this day: But 
it may tend to quicken our diligence in the chriſtian life, and ſo in ſome 
meaſure anſwer the deſign of this ſolemnity, if we can be induced to 


cheriſh a few pious and grateful ſentiments, as they ariſe in our minds; 


while we reflect together upon thoſe late inſtances of God's mercy, by 


which we of this nation are diſtinguiſhed. Motives to engage us to 


yield the N return of a good OY: motives that ſpring from. national 


| bleſſings | 


2 entitled «a pfalm of Aſaph 55 but an the compoſition were his, or they it- were delivered 
by David to him, to be ſung in the ſervice of the Sanctuary, is uncertain. Biſhop Patrick thinks * 


probable that it was compoſed by Aſaph. This Aſaph, the ſon of Berechiah, appears to have been 
one of the lenden of the Choir: : lee I Chron. Vi, 39. and xv. 8 17. and xvi. 7. 
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bleſſings ſo recent, ſo freſh in our memories, as theſe a are, which we are 
now called upon to celebrate, ſpeak forcibly to our conſciences z they 
muſt be heard, and muſt excite us to join with one heart, and one mouth 
in ſongs of thankſgiving to the — * 2 who "mn delivered us from: the 

* hand of the ne 1 8 


This day is conſecrated by royal proclamation for an Holy Feſtival ; to 
be obſerved throughout the Realm, as a day of Thankſgiving to The 
Almighty, for the repeated Victories vouchſafed to our Fleets; for the 
- manifeſt interpoſition of his providence, in delivering our country from 
foreign and domeſtic foes; and for various inet Benefit e 
_ * at his hands in the cules of the preſent year. 


That the race is not 8 thi wilt, 5 the battle to the 
i ſtrong” * was ſtrikingly exemplified to our benefit in that ſea- fight on 
the coaſt of Egypt, wherein the Enemy poſſeſſed all the advantages of 
numbers, force and ſituation. To what then, it may be aſked, muſt we 
attribute the victory? To the ſuperior ſkill, or bravery of the Conquerors? 
No, ſurely, but to the Lord of Hoſts—the God of Armies: To Him 
only, who © ſaveth not by many or few”* muſt the Victory be aſcribed: 
To God, who holds the chain of cauſes. and effects; and who, from 
circumſtances apparently the moſt minute and trivial, is wont to produce, 
by the ſecret workings of his providence, events the moſt important. Let 
us not, my Brethren, like the ungrateful Iſraelites, * forget what He 
“ hath done, and the wonderful things He hath ſhowed . 

| 1 Fiublie, 
o Pſalm cvii. 2. Form of Prayer for the Dr. Eecleſ. ix, 11. ee e 


f The great Victory gained over the French Fleet, in the Bay of Becharia, at the mouth of the Nile, 
on the firſt, ſecond, and third of Auguſt in the preſent year, by Admiral Nelſon, now Lord Nelſon 
of the Nile. In the Letter, which announced the victory, Lord Nelſon piouſly aſcribes it to 
« Almighty God.” Here mark the providence of God! While the nation is offering up its united 
thanks and praiſe for one great naval Victory, another of no leſs importance ſucceeds—that of Sir 
John Borlaſe Warren on the twelfth of the October following ; ; ow NY defeated the 
Projects of the French in their Attempts to invade Ireland. 


i 5 0 5 ) 
Public, national benefits demand. general, ſolemn a 
1 how reaſonable this duty of general thankſgiving i is may be gathered 
from our conduct in adverſity. When an horrible dread overwhelms our 
ſpirits, when we ſtruggle with diſtreſſes, whether of a public or private 
nature, whether they be national calamities, or ſuch as involve individuals 
only, our prayers and cries for help and aſſiſtance are vehement and 
importunate, in proportion to the greatneſs of our fears and the impending 
danger. But when the mercy hath been once vouchſafed, and the alarm 
is over, how apt are we to ſink into a ſupineneſs of ſpirit, a careleſs 
negligence ; to forget the mercy, and to ſlight the hand that was ſo lately 
| ſtretched: out to ſave us! In private life this ungrateful temper, this 
forgetfulneſs of favours prevails, ?tis to- be feared, exceedingly towards 
' God as well as man: For, alas! how uſual is it with us on the recovery 
of our health from a fit of ſickneſs—how very apt are we to forget all 
the good reſolutions, we had ſo lately formed, of leading a more ſober, 
a more religious life for the time to come, ſhould God in mercy raiſe us 
up again! © Were there not ten cleanſed, but, where are the nine?” * — -- 
very appoſite, very appropriate to the caſe before us 1s this Pn 
of our bieſſed Saviour ! T5 


The Iſraelites, * we read, Ls not 4 covenant of God, and would 
© not walk in his law; but forgat what He had done, and the 
* wonderful works that He had ſhewed for them.” While we are 

amazed at thoſe. repeated acts of ſtrange Ingratitude, which, with their 

dreadful conſequences, are in this pſalm ſo feelingly deſcribed, let us be 

a to avoid the Crime left we ſhare in its Puniſhment. * With a 

„ mighty hand, and a ſtretched out arm, and ſigns and wonders 
| poured out the Iſtaelites were freed from Slavery, were reſcued 


from the "I 9. 1285 indeed, that is, at the inſtant of the 
1 manifeſtation 


Luke xvii. x9=Of the many who deſire the Prayers of the Congregation when fick, how few are 
there, comparatively ſpeaking, that remember to come to Cm to return ** pom their 


Ns. 
« Numbers xx ili 3. and Deut. v. 15. 


manifeſtation of this great e when they ſaw the „Hd, | 
« floating. on the waves, or dead upon the ſea-ſhore, © then,” as it 
is expreſſed in another pſalm, believed they his words, and ſang = 
„ praiſe unto Him; but, it is added, within a while they forgat 
« his works, and would not abide his counſel. % Forgat/” ye may 
exclaim, © how could they forget the hand that led, and that fed 
* them by a conſtant ſucceſſion of miracles of mercies ? How could 
© they forget their Saviour, whom they ſaw in the Cloud by day, 
« and in the Pillar of Fire by . night * —their Guide, their Shelter 
% and Guard?” Motives, ye will allow then, were not wanting. to 
keep them firm in their allegiance to their Heavenly King; and 
to preſerve in their minds a laſting remembrance of his goodneſs, - 
Redeemed, Protected, i Clotbed, Fed—Motives theſe, one ſhould think, 
" abundantly ſufficient to enſure a ſteady obedience, a never failing 
gratitude. Yet, though they were fed to the full, and though the 
miracle of the Manna were renewed day by day, continually, they 
fergat their Benefactor: They murmured, they deſpiſed this food from 
Heaven, and provoked God to give © them their own defire, when 
“ they required arne for their luſt.” But mark the puniſhment 
of irregular deſires while the meat was yet in ye dance we 
" Oy wrath of God "a upon hem.“ i e 
Here let us PR a moment, ** endiavoir. to rats ſome in- 
ſtruction, for our religious improvement, from this ſhort ſketch of the 
Ingratitude of the Iſraelites. Let us ceaſe to wonder at the ſtrange 
conduct of that people, and examine our own: And, firſt tracing 
it to its ſource, let us ſee whether we ourſelves, every one of us, 
have not made ſome ad vances towards this exceſs of Ingratitude, for 
which we are ſo really] to blame the Iſraelites of old, „ 
. a e in 


| i cvi. 12. e 
K Pſalm pela. 15. compared with Exodus xiii. 21. and Numbers Xi. 14. 
1 Deut. viii. 4. | m Exodus xvi. 4+ and 35. N 
2 Pſalm Ixxviii. 30, 31. compared with Numbers xi. 19—33. 


1 


— 


1 * by Nature the child of ſin: And, 75 toon. as he continues 
unregenerated by Divine Grace, is invariably found puffed up with a 
fond conceit of his own excellence; as if Himſelf, the favourite of 
| Heaven, held his Empire o er the creatures by ſome inherent right; and 

had a natural claim to whatever good he poſſeſſeth independently of a 
Superior Power. From this too exalted notion of his on worth ariſeth 
a forgetfulneſs, or, rather, a diſowning of benefits; and the eſteeming 
them, not, as in truth they are, effuſions of undeſerved, boundleſs Love, 
but, ap cffeQs and conſequences derived from his own merit. 1 


= Pride, hos foſtered. by our 1 corruption, enim owes 
its birth. What wonder is it, therefore, that the Iſraelites, who alone of 
all the nations of the earth were ſo marvellouſly redeemed, conducted and 
_ cheriſhed by their Divine Protector, ſhould be elated with an overweening 
conceit of their own worth; ſhould yield to the deluſions of Pride, and 
0 nen, * mee T 
' With a+ "ug ane of e doth c our bleſſed 1 eee their | 
ſalf-juftfcation addreſs the hypocritical Scrihes aud Phariſees ?—* ye ſay 
« —if we had been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been 
4 partakers with them in the blood of the prophets. - : Wherefore” —he 
% adds ye are witneſſes unto yourſelves, that ye are the children of them 
that killed the prophets.” * Children, that i i, not r by deſcent, | 
but by fellowing the dvds of their fathers. 7 | 


Hence ai, let the Chriſtian, 1 he be that i 3s © 3 at 
the frequent rebellions of ſtiffnecked Iſrael, reflect a little with himſelf 
% how: be has obſerved the bapti/mal covenant; how he has walked in 
« the law, and with what Gratitude be has remembered the © marvellous 
works of Jeſi 5 —— * The . rebellions of Iſrael, with the 
1 5 „ fpreſence 
e * Matt xl 50 2 — Vil % 


ee IARC EEE nn a Bs nl 
* 


68 9 


"06 Preſence of God in the midſt of them, and his miracles before their 
eyes, would *© indeed” ſeem incredible, did not the heart of every 


« ſelf-knowing Chriſtian at once acknowledge the picture, which is here 


_ & drawn of human nature, its incredulity and perverſeneſs. For hath not 


God delivered us” by his Grace from the Bondage of natural corruption? 
And doth He not guide and ſupport «s in our Wilderneſs of life, and in 


our ſpiritual Wanderings? © Is not Jeſus preſent in the Church, and are 


not his miracles of love and mercy continually before our eyes, in his 


© Word, and in his Sacraments? Yet who does not ſtill ' provoke, and 
_ © tempt the moſt High? Who does not aſk proviſion for his © luſt” when 


<« his neceſſities are ſatisfied? And who is there of us, that, after all the 
Wr he hath had of God's power and goodneſs, is: not apt upon 
« every appearance of danger to be difficult,” diſſatisfied with his ſtate, 


and diſtruſtful of Providence? Before we condemn others let us try 


& ourſelves, and judge righteous judgment. When David pronounced 
© the words— the man that hath done this things ſhall ſurely die little 


did he think of being told by his faithful monitor Thou art the man. 


« Thus conſcience, if duly interrogated; will be a Nathan to e ; 
& * and ſhew him his own nee in thoſe of nnn n 


But-to paſs from' vr notches: and. mavtbrey for thankfulneſs: 
truſt -in God, to ſuch mahifeſtations of his overruling providence-as: are | 
more evident, thoſe vouchſafed to whole nations—hath not the ſame 
Jeſus, the ſame Angel of the Covenant ſaved us by ſubduing our enemies 
under our feet? He doth not now, indeed, as He did heretofore, conduct 
his people by the Pillar of Fire and the Cloud, thoſe viſible ſymbols of his 
preſence and protection; but He is ſtill aſſuredly the Deliverer, and the 
Guardian of his Church, and of this Nation. For, hath He not ſaved us 
from both foreign and domeſtie foes ? Doth He not ſtill diſpenſe to us the 
Word of Truth, our ſpiritual food, pure and unmixed with tlie leaven of 


3 5 


P 2 Sam. „% | 9 Horne's ca Pſalms. 


5 


Papal. Rome J And hath He not provided amply for our r bodily 8 
in the abundant harveſts: with which his bounty hath bleſſed us? Thou,” 
God, our Deliverer! © crowneſt the vows with 05 ons; and thy 
=: clouds . e nll fine 


» $i 


"Hhopicels RY 3 we know, are e terms, and may be 
increaſed or diminiſhed by compariſon, according to the light in which 
the contraſted objects are viewed. A juſt compariſon, then, of our preſent 
ſtate with that of other nations may ſerve to increaſe our thankfulneſs for 
the ſuperior bleſſings we enjoy: For, when we meditate upon the various 
inſtanees of the Divine Goodneſs extended towards us, the ſenſe of our 
_ own comforts is 1 and our Motives for Thankfulneſs become- 
more . 


Wuile other nations are groaning under the Gi of War, or lament- 
ing the ravages incident to a-country that is made the at of War, we have 
peace in our borders: We are ſtill protected in our lives and property by 
equal, ſalutary laws: We hear the voice of War, indeed, but it is only 
at a diſtance; for, while our brave ſoldiers and ſailors fight our battles, 
we can ſtill repoſe under the ſhelter of our own homes; and may reſt 
ſecurely, every man in the boſom of his family. From all its accumulated 
horrors we are-freed. We ſuffer only from the emotions of that generous 
compaſſiva, that ſympathy, that fellow-feeling, which ſtrongly moves 
every humane, every chriſtian ſoul to relieve others from thoſe calamities, 
of which, umn, hy ene 8 O84 es 

me + root | 


Wich Health ao, as 1 as 1 3 car, we are bleſſed: hs, 
while our aaa oth in America 2 a prey tothe peſtilence that 
VET ' Woalketh 


8 
> 


x r Plalca Izv. 11. : 
| ¶ Nudes te yell fee fa or ſeveral year ri in Amerie ad in the Wet Ida Manda. Ne os 


( 10 1 ö 
6 walketh in darkneſs, and the ſickneſs that deftroyeth W bs day,“ 
no plague comes nigh our dyelling : Neither the Sword, nor the Peſtilente, 
nor the Famine is permitted to approach our Land. How long their 


5 fury ſhall be reſtrained from us God only knoweth, who diſpenſeth his 


 . 200d: member of the Community will be careful to purſue ; conſideritig, 


- Judgments and his mercies as may beſt ſuit the ſubjects of them! but this 
we do know, that if, with thankfulneſs of heart for his unmerited 
bleſſings, we uſe them to his honour, in rendering unto Him the grateful. 
tribute of a good life, they ſhall be continued to us. I act be 
Ko 3 but fear. e 


Bear with me a little, while 1 . a u fo animating ; hk „ 
who but lightly touches, muſt feel the flame of gratitude EL wu 
him, and exalting his ſoul to praiſe and adoration. | . 


Io the Motives for Thankfulneſt already. 3 add our 
enjoyment of civil, and religious liberty of the former to a cn ſuch 
proportion as have been long proved to be beſt calculated to promote the 
| happineſs of individuals, and the welfare of the State of the latter, abſalutely, 
and without ręſtraint For this is, truly, the inalienable right of reaſonable, 
and accountable agents; and, therefore, not to be wreſted from them 
without doing violence to their nature. Here, every man may attach 
himſelf to whatever ſect, or diviſion of profeſſing Chriſtians he ſees fit; 
and may unite in that mode of ſocial Divine Worſhip, to which his 
Conſcience ſhall direct him: That is, every one may, in this nation, 
worſhip in his own way; for to God only he is, in this reſpect, 
aceountable. But, however, he is bound ſo to demean himſelf as not to 
offend. againſt the laws of his Country: And this line of conduct every 


chat, to ſpread opinions deſtruQive of the peace of Society, and the ſites 5 
order of things is to ſcatter firebrands and death. = 
To | 


t Pſalm ci. 6. | * Romans i. as: a, 


— 


| i (nn ) . 
To many thouſands of ſufferers for Conſcience fake—that i is, for the 
ſake boch of civil and religious opinions—=our Land hath now, for almoſt 
theſe " eight years, been an happy Aſylum : And I truſt that our Land 
is alſo the School! of the perſecuted ; that the objects of our Hoſpitality 
are led to examine the merits of that Religion, which their benefactors 
profeſs, and wherein we differ from them; that they will thereby be 
convinced of their errors, and gradually led to renounce them; and that, 
when, in his own good time, God ſhall be pleaſed to reſtore them to their 
native land, they will, with one heart and mind, unite to eſtabliſh among 
their countrymen ſound CN: and a Lye form of Divine Worlkig. 


Let us not, my W neglect, or light the binge of our ſo 
much purer form of Divine Worſhip ; nor, like the Iſraelites, deſpiſe 

our heavenly food, the Bread of Life, the Goſpel of Salvation, of which 
their Manna was only a Figure, and prefer to it the viſions of a vain 
Philoſophy :* Let us rather endeavour, by adhering ſtedfaſtly to our 
Profeſſidn, in all virtue and godlineſs, and under the influence of that 
zeal which the. Apoſtle recommends,” to extend the Knowledge of the 
_ Chriſtian Faith: And, while we thus work together with God in pro- 
moting the great ends of his providence, let us rejoice that we are counted 
worthy of being made the happy Inſtruments of his Mercy, of conveying 
to our fellow-creatures his choiceſt bleſſing, pure, undefiled Religion, 
founded on Ds Faith, and 2 


The 


gince the 3 of the ff oath to the Fromk Clergy: 2 Decree of the National Convention 


which exacted this oath is dated November 27, 1790. 


3 It is to be hoped, we ſhall never live to ſee a time, r ſhall - 
—M be forgotten; when the return of Jefus Chriſt from heaven ſhall be deſpaired of; and when the 


0 % people ſhall ſalicit their teachers to fabricate a new, philoſophical deity for them to worſhip, inſtead of 


©. the God of their anceſtors, to whom glory bath been aſcribed from generation to generation.“ —— 


Horne's Commentary on the Pſalms, Pſalm e Forebodings of the * of the 
| n oy 


? Romans x. 2+ 
C 


612) 
The K now in part accompliſhed, by the deſtruction of the 
Temporal Power of the Roman Pontiff, give us an earneſt, an evidence 
of the certainty of the deſtruction of his Spiritual Kingdom over the 
Hearts and Conſciences of men; which ſhall be effected at its appointed 
ſeaſon : And while this fulklemant of Prophecy confirms our Faith, it will 
gradually work on the members of the Church of Rome to renounce their 
errors; to repent of, and to forſake their idle Superſtitions, and heatheniſh 
Idolatry. For we may aſſure ourſelves that ſince the Head of this Beaſt, 
whom they worthipped—that is, his Tempora! Power—is deſtroyed; his 
members will not long ſurvive—that is, the extinction of his Spiritual 
Tyranny will in due time enſue. But as his riſe was gradual, ſo, tis 
_ probable, his fall will be gradual.* And when the whole World ſhall 
ſee the prophecies againſt this idolatrous Church fulfilled, the Pagan, the 
Jew, the Mahometan and the Deiſt ſhall be brought to the knowledge of 
the Truth, and to a- Belief in one /ole Intercefſor—their God and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt: Then ſhall all nations admire and adore the wiſdom of God 
in the Preſidency of his Providence: Then will it be ſeen that all Nature 
is ſubſervient to the Purpoſes of His Will, Who thus cauſeth Good to 
ariſe out of Evil; and the mighty operations of that Hand, which at firſt 
brought Light out of Darkneſs, ſhall 28 be e and e 
| iS III the World. 


To return to the intention of this Day's Solemnity, and to conclude. 
In the inſtance before us of a whole nation reſcued, as ours hath been, 
and not only now but often heretofore from the hand of the Enemy, let 
the exaltation and ſincerity of our praiſe bear ſome proportion to the 
greatneſs of our deliverance! Let us not at the moment only, while the 
- mercy is before our eyes, and freſh in our minds—like the Iſraelites of 
old“ believe his words, and ſing praiſes unto God” who ſaveth us; 
and then, within a while, forget his works, and not abide his counſel ;” 
but let us preſerve a juſt and /asting ſenſe of his goodneſs i in our minds 
| „ 


2 Note I. Appendix. - | 2 Note II. . 


1 | ( 13 ) 

and memories! Lat us expreſs a conſtant Thankfulneſs by fervent piety 
and zeal in God's ſervice, with a ſober enjoyment of his good creatures! 
For, believe me, this is not deſigned as a Day of Riot and Intemperance, 
but of religious rejoicing, 'in devout commemoration of God's mercies 
towards us. Here we may ſafely follow the antient people of God, the 
Jewiſh nation; for, as Faſting was amongſt them always joined with 
Prayer and Alms-Deeds, ſo their ſeaſons of Public Feſtivity and Rejoicing 
were always uſhered in by the Offices of Devotion, by religious hymns, 
and pious offerings; in which the Poor, © the Fatherleſs, the Stranger 

* and the Widow,” * were never to be forgotten. | 


> Deut. xvi. 11. 


ApPENDIX. 


A P PEND 1 *. 
NOTE 1.— e will be gradual . 


WIV ſeem to he at that period of time, which is called in the PL language of Pro- 

phecy, the fifth Vial © poured out upon the ſeat of the Beaſt” when his Kingdom is 
deſcribed as full of darkneſs, Rev. xvi. 10. Fleming, in his . Diſcourſe on the Riſe and Fall 
« of Papacy,” written almoſt a century back, conjectured [for he modeſtly termed his apocal 
cal thoughts of the predictions not then fulfilled conjeFures] that . the fifth Vial, which is to be 
'« poured out on the ſcat of the Beaſt, or the dominions that more immediately belong to, and 
« depend upon the Roman See, will probably begin about the year 1794, and expire about A. C. 
« 1848.” And upon how ſound a foundation the ſcheme of his Expoſition is built one may judge 
from the events of the laſt ten years. But a modern expoſitor, Mr Wrangham, in his Sermon 
preached at a Viſitation held at Scarborough, on June 5th of the preſent year, ſeeming to over- 
look the period of the Sixth Vial, and anticipating that glorious event, the deſtruction of 
Antichriſt, aſſerts that © Rome is fallen;? and that « The great Earthquake” probabiy | 
Political Commotions and Revolutions of States and Kingdoms—has happened. But, unfortunate- 
ly for this Aſſertion, © the great Earthquake is expreſsly predicted to happen under the /eventh 
Vial : Rev. xvi. 18. Hence, according to Mr W.'s ſcheme of Interpretation, the events 
arranged under the fixth Vial [comprehending in it Mahometan Antichriſt] which are to take 
place prior to this © great Earthquake,” appear to have been overlooked by him. Beſides, we 
read of the Emiſſaries of the Beaſt—not yet deftroyed—and of his Adherents“ being ſent out under 
the title of « Frogs,” to pervert the nations, under the ſixth Fial. But—more clearly to ſtate 
the grounds of diſſenting from Mr W. 's Aſſertion that the predicted fall of the Beaſt is accompliſbed 
from the great Earthquake,” at the cloſe, probably, of the ſecond Woe,” verſe 13. of 
chapter xi.—which chapter gives us a ſummary view of the contents of the * little book that 
begins to unfold itſelf at chapter xii.—to that . very great, and mighty earthquake under the 
ſeventh vial (chap. xvi. 18.) which is the conſummation of all, and pours utter deſtruction upon 
Papal Rome and her Adherents—ſome intervals muſt be allowed to the diſtin& periods of the fix 
intermediate Vials ; which are to be conſidered as ſo many ſteps to the abſolute extinction 5 4 
and are all comprehended under the ſeventh Trumpet, or third Woe. 


— 


zo Naw, 


© Dr Valpy alſo, in his Sermon preached Auguſt 13, before the Reading a Henley Afſeciations, e. and Mr King, in 
his Signs of the Times, determine the preſent year x798 to be the year predicted of the . ol the 2 Power. 
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e e we e 0 be e 0 the period bf che h Vial, 

| mids: donforuently, are ſtill to expect the accompliſhment of thoſe great Events, which are 
prophetically deſcribed under the ſixth: Viale-whetlier the deſtruction of Mahometiſm and the 
| Turkiſh Empire, or the Converſion and Return of the Jews to theirown Country; os whether both ® | 
| be there intended hate ver the Events may be—in which, evidently, the Eaſtern nations will 
de. involved, but which at preſent can be only conjedured, becauſe none have yet happened to juſtify 
an interpretation of, or application to this fixth Vial—we may fairly conclude that we are not 
get arrived at the alolute ertinction of the Antichriſtian OF only, at that period 
| which is 6 Teewmde 20 © | 


2 2s; the abe 4 not — Biſhop Newton obſerves, Diſlert; 
Vol. II. page 41 2. 8vo Edit.—* Obſcurities there are indeed in the prophetic ' writings, for 
« which many good reaſons may be aſſigned ; and this, particularly, becauſe prophecies are the 
ted only ſpecies of writing, which i is deſigned more for the inſtruction of future ages, than of the 
« times wherein they are written. If the prophecies. had been delivered i in plainer terms, ſome 
« perſons might be for haſtening their accompliſhment,” as others. might attempt to defeat it : 
«Men's actions would not appear ſo free, nor God's Providence ſo conſpicuous in their comple- | 
tion. But though ſome parts are obſcure. enough to exerciſe the Church, yet others are 
6 ſufficiently clear to illuminate it; an and the obſcure parts the more they are fulfilled, the better 
6 they are underſtood. - In this reſpect as the World groweth older, it groweth wiſer. Time, 
« that detracts ſomething from the evidence of other writers, is ſtill adding ſomething to the 
« credit and authority of the prophets. Future ages will comprehend more than the preſent ; as 
« the preſent underſtands more than the paſt: And the * accompliſhment will produce a 
. : JJ et | 

But © to 3 this Book” —the Book of d perfettly,”? * as Biſhop Newton 
obſerves—* is not the work of one man, or of one age; and probably it will never all be clearly 
underſti”d, 41 « is al fulfilled, a Vol. II. Page. | 


F 
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The Reflections, that follow in the next page of the laſt cited Work, are fo much to our 

| purpoſe, and ſo uſeful, that it is better to run the hazard of eenſure for the immoderate length of 

this Note, than, by a ſimple reference, to ſuffer the Reader, * or Negles of | 

ä to loſe ſuch valuable iaſtruction. TS ; A 
„ 14 — 

| * Net Bn this. Bok is theeoe tobe deſpiſed or neglected: A at 

DFF BSE: * n oy I IO yn | 

. VC. 8 | | 8 46 and 

60.1. Mode's Works, age 529 folio, 30 Edi. | 
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et and imagine the difficulties to be greater than they a are in reality. It is till che ſure evord of 


4 prophecy ; and men of learning and leiſure cannot better employ their time and abilities, than in 


« ſtudying and explaining this book, provided they do it as Lord Bacon adviſeth, with great 
« wiſdom, ſobriety and reverence.” Lord Bacon adviſeth it with regard to all the prophecies, - 
« but ſuch caution and reverence are more eſpecially due to this of St. John. The folly of 


Interpreters has been'—as Sir Iſaac Newton obſerves— to foretel times and things by this 


« prophecy, as if God deſigned to make them prophets. By this raſhneſs they have not only 


4 expoſed themſelves, but brought the prophecy alſo into contempt. The defign of God was 


© much otherwiſe. He gave this and the prophecies of the Old Teſtament, not to gratify men's 
C curioſities by enabling them to foreknow things, but that, after they were fulfilled, they might 
&« be interpreted by the event, and his ozwn providence, not the interpreters be then manifeſted 
< thereby to the warld.' w , 


NOTE IL.— the Preſidency of his Providence.” 


IN what has been urged reſpecting the gradual unfolding of this myſterious book, and the 
diſtinct periods of the fulſilling of its prophecies, the chief end, which the author of theſe ſtrictures 
has in view, is to lead his readers to the ſtudy of the whole, as well as to the inveſtigation of thoſe 
parts of the Apocalypſe which comprehend the Preſent Time. As his attempt towards an 
explication of prophecies yet neceſſarily obſcure, may be falſely grounded, ſo he holds himſelf open to 
conviction : But, however, whether right or wrong, which muſt be determined by events, he 
truſts that even his imperfe& repreſentation of ſubjects, ſo highly intereſting, will encourage ſome 
of thoſe, into whoſe hands this Diſcourſe may fall, to a diligent peruſal of that ſacred volume; chat 
they might ſhare in the bleſſing ſo emphatically annexed to the ſtudy of i. Bleſſed is he that 
& readeth, Kc. Rev. i. 3.— And, while the prophecies are compared with, and ſeen fulfilled in 
ſucceeding events, as the page of Hiſtory records them, proofs new and unexpeRed ariſe of God's 
ſuperintendin 2 providence in the government of the World--proofs, that are daily growing to an 
irreſiſtible Evidence of the Truth. | 


And, in reſpe&_to what is advanced in page 10. of the Sermon, that—no good member of 2 
the Community will diſturb the ſettled order of things—the author would not be underſtood as if he 

meant to preclude Improvement; all the avenues to which—whether it be Improvement in Religion, 
Iforals or Politice—whether in Church or State—he would have kept ever free, and open: For, 
human Syſtems, and with theſe only he is here concerned, being ever of themſelves imperfect, ſhould 
ſtill be advancing towards higher degrees of perfection. The point, then, he Jaboured, and what 
he intended is purely this, that, no good man will make either Religion or Politics an Iofrument 7 A 


FTadion. 


